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Global 
Total cases – 4,769,177 
Total deaths – 316,898 
 
United States 
Total cases – 1,500,753  
Total deaths – 89,874 
Total # tests – 11,499,203 
 
Administration 

• President Trump on Monday pushed back against a restaurant CEO’s suggestion that 

the restaurant industry will struggle to recover, saying his administration’s work on the 

issue “negates” his point. 

• President Trump called Monday a “very big deal therapeutically, cure-wise and vaccine-

wise,” touting a jump in the stock market due to positive vaccine news during a meeting 

with restaurant executives at the White House. 

o “I do want to say before we go further,” the President said, steering the 

conversation away slightly from restauranteurs. “This was a very big day 

therapeutically, cure-wise and vaccine-wise. Tremendous progress has been 

made as I’ve been saying for two weeks because I’ve been seeing what’s going 

on and I think spearheading it largely.”  

• The White House wants Congress to require hospitals and insurers to reveal the prices 

they negotiate for medical services as part of any additional round of coronavirus 

stimulus, in an effort to short-circuit a legal battle with the health care industry. The 

Health and Human Services Department published two regulations last year requiring 

hospitals and insurers to make their prices public.  

• The question of when and how to end stay-at-home orders in the U.S. is a health-versus-

health equation as well as an economic one, Health and Human Services Secretary Alex 

Azar said. There is a “very real health consequence to these shutdowns” that needs to 

be balanced against possible illness from the coronavirus, Azar told CBS’s “Face the 

Nation.” That’s shown with regard to other medical procedures or regular screenings 

not being performed or postponed until the outbreak is further contained , he said, 

citing suicide rates, “cardiac procedures not being received, cancer screenings, pediatric 

vaccinations declining. 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/18/health/coronavirus-vaccine-moderna-early-results/index.html
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• Labor Secretary Eugene Scalia is joining the White House coronavirus task force as the 

group of health, economic, and security officials shifts its focus to reopening American 

workplaces, the vice president’s office announced. Scalia’s addition to the 

administration’s high-profile team of virus responders is the latest signal of his rising 

influence as a central player in Trump’s efforts to rescue the economy and bring the 

millions of unemployed Americans back to their jobs.  

• Trump said that the return of professional sports was essential for the “psyche of our 

country” as it rebounds from the coronavirus pandemic. The president promised robust 

virus testing for athletes and spectators as he called into the broadcast of a charity golf 

event yesterday. “The athletes will be tested very carefully,” Trump said during the skins 

game, which saw PGA professionals Rory McIlroy, Dustin Johnson, Rickie Fowler, and 

Matthew Wolff tee off, and maintain social distance, to benefit front-line health care 

workers. “           

o Trump said he’s been in regular contact with sports commissioners, but signaled 

some impatience with early plans that would see games resume with few or no 

in-person spectators -- as will be the case when the PGA Tour resumes in June 

• The Transportation Security Administration is close to starting a pilot program to check 

airline passengers for fever as a new layer of protection against the coronavirus. TSA 

Administrator David Pekoske supports the idea and the agency is awaiting approval 

from the White House, one person familiar with the discussions said 

• The Pentagon is weighing mass transit, schools, day care, and parking as part of a plan 

to begin reopening the federal government’s largest office building in the coming 

weeks, according to a draft of the plan and the department’s top spokesman. All those 

factors as well as decisions by Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, D.C., will help 

determine when 23,000 department personnel could begin returning to work as usual 

amid the pandemic, said Jonathan Hoffman, chief Pentagon spokesman. The finalized 

plan is expected to be released as early as this week but a draft version lays out a six-

week, conditions-based process. 

• A national school superintendents group says guidance for reopening classrooms that 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released this week is inadequate and 

doesn’t address specific challenges facing school leaders. The CDC on Thursday released 

a one-page “decision tree” document that was less detailed than draft guidance 

reportedly sent to the White House last month. 

• The Federal Reserve on Saturday published a spreadsheet of thousands of loans to 

regional banks in support of the Treasury Department’s Paycheck Protection Program to 
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aid small businesses during the Covid-19 pandemic. A breakdown of where the money 

went by state shows that as of May 6, the most recent date for which loan details were 

provided, lenders based in Utah and California had received the most, about $2.96 

billion each. They were followed by New Jersey at $2.5 billion and Wisconsin at $1 .75 

billion.  

• The EPA is modifying one of its rules to increase the supply of products to clean food-

contact surfaces due to disinfectant shortages during the coronavirus crisis. 

o The temporary changes target sanitizers containing isopropyl alcohol, the 

primary ingredient in rubbing alcohol, and a widely used disinfectants within 

pharmaceutics, hospitals, and electronics manufacturing, the Environmental 

Protection Agency said Friday. 

o The agency said it amended the rule based on feedback from the food 

manufacturing and preparation industries. Those industries told the agency 

they’re struggling to find enough sanitizers to use while processing low-moisture 

products like cereal, flour, and industrial baked goods. 

• President Trump will visit a Ford plant Thursday that has been repurposed to 

manufacture ventilators and personal protective equipment, according to a White 

House official, who added the president is expected to tour the plant and discuss the 

collaboration between Ford and General Electric to respond to the coronavirus 

outbreak. 

o Trump to visit Ford Rawsonville plant in Ypsilanti, Michigan, about 30 miles west 

of Detroit 

o Trump expected to speak after tour 

• US Citizenship and Immigration Services, the federal agency responsible for processing 

visa and asylum requests, has asked for $1.2 billion from Congress due to lost revenue 

during the coronavirus pandemic. 

o USCIS, which is a part of the Department of Homeland Security, notified 

Congress of its projected budget shortfall on Friday, an agency spokesperson 

said. 

o Additionally, the agency is proposing a 10% surcharge on application fees to 

reimburse taxpayers. 

Capitol Hill 

• The House won’t meet this week, but lawmakers plan to continue to focus on legislation 

responding to the coronavirus, Majority Leader Steny Hoyer(D-Md.) said Friday. No 

votes are expected. Hoyer said there will be pro forma sessions this week, with a 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB327
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swearing-in tomorrow of two Republicans who won special elections: Tom Tiffany in 

Wisconsin and Mike Garcia in California. 

• A bipartisan group of senators plans to introduce legislation Monday that would 

establish a $500 billion fund to help state and local governments cope with the impact 

of the coronavirus. 

o Sen. Bob Menendez, a Democrat from New Jersey, and Sen. Bill Cassidy, a 

Republican from Louisiana, first announced plans for the bill in April 

o They have added two more Republicans to the effort: Susan Collins of Maine and 

Cindy Hyde-Smith of Mississippi; Democrats Joe Manchin of West Virginia and 

Cory Booker of New Jersey are also co-sponsors 

o Details of the measure include: 

o The money would be divided into three tranches, distributed according to 

population size, infection rates and revenue losses 

o The bill does not have a population requirement, meaning municipalities of any 

size can use the money it makes available 

o All states, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia would receive a minimum of 

$2b under the plan 

o NOTE: A companion bill has been introduced in the House by Reps. Mikie 

Sherrill, D-N.J., and Peter King, R-N.Y., along with a group of bipartisan co-

sponsors 

• House Democrats’ opening bid for the next round of coronavirus-relief negotiations, the 

$3.3 trillion HEROES Act which the chamber passed Friday, calls for $500 million for a 

coronavirus contact-tracing program. Contact tracers identify an infected person, 

connect with all of the people they may have exposed to the virus, and help to inform 

them.  

o Public health officials told the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

Committee during a hearing Tuesday that any viable option for reopening the 

nation’s economy in a safe, productive way must include testing and contact 

tracing on a massive scale.  

o Rep. Andy Levin (D-Mich.), vice chair of the House labor committee, and Sen. 

Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) believe Congress should establish a federal program 

to address testing and tracing needs that could employ hundreds of thousands of 

Americans at a time when more than 30 million are unemployed. 

o Sens. Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) and Tina Smith (D-Minn.), as well as Levin and 

Warren, were among a group of Democrats who introduced legislation last week 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QA8LQDDWLU6O
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20200511/BILLS-116hr6800ih.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAEEXNDWX2Q1
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/One%20Pager-Coronavirus%20Containment%20Act1.pdf
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to create what they call the Coronavirus Containment Corps. “A public health 

response is the tip of the sphere for reopening the economy,” Levin told me.  

o To start, the lawmakers predict more than 300,000 people could be trained by 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in a short amount of time and 

employed as contact tracers in their local communities. The lawmakers believe 

that the unprecedented public health and economic emergency requires New 

Deal-like approaches.  

• A bipartisan Congressional oversight panel charged with policing about $500 billion in 

coronavirus rescue loans released its first report Monday, noting there are challenges to 

even defining what is success or failure in the various programs. 

o The 17-page report outlines dozens of topics the panel intends to examine and 

updates the status of the various types of aid being provided. 

o It notes that none of the $46 billion the Treasury Department can use to provide 

loans and loan guarantees to the airline industry and national security businesses 

has been disbursed. 

o The report includes a series of questions for Treasury and the Federal Reserve 

about the implementation of the emergency lending programs. They include 

questions about the process for using third parties to help implement the 

programs as well as whether the agencies believe they will break even on the 

programs. 

o “If the agencies use economy-wide metrics, like GDP growth, unemployment 

rates, or wage growth, how will they isolate the effects of this program from 

other factors, including other federal and state relief measures?,” the report 

states. “If the agencies use more narrow metrics, like bond spreads, how will 

they assess how changes in those metrics affect the broader economy, including 

the financial wellbeing of the people of the United States?” 

o The document was released even though the five-member panel still doesn’t 

have a chairman. Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate Majority Leader Mitch 

McConnell are meant to choose that person jointly, but have yet to announce 

any agreement. 

• The Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee tomorrow will hear the 

quarterly CARES Act report to Congress from Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and 

Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB163
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1752
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1752
https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/the-quarterly-cares-act-report-to-congress
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o Powell will look to perform a high-stakes balancing act when he’s expected to 

urge lawmakers to back more spending for an economy reeling from the impact 

of the pandemic.  

• The House Education and Labor Committee on Wednesday will examine the federal 

government’s actions to protect workers from Covid-19. 

• The Senate Special Committee on Aging holds a hearing Thursday on caring for seniors 

during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• Reps. Greg Walden (R-Ore.), ranking member of the House Energy and Commerce 

Committee, and Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.), ranking member of the Consumer 

Protection and Commerce Subcommittee, critiqued the Public Health Emergency Privacy 

Act introduced by Democrats in the House (H.R. 6866) and Senate (S. 3749) last week. 

“This partisan bill jeopardizes months of bipartisan negotiations by doubling down on 

misguided policies that kill the small businesses and life-saving innovators who are 

seeking to serve our constituents,” they wrote in a statement on Friday. 

• Sens. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.), Mazie Hirono (D-Hawaii) and Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) 

sent a letter to Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg urging the social media giant take 

actions to combat Covid-19 misinformation in non-English languages. In the U.S., 60 

million people speak a language other than English, the senators noted. 

• Sen. Ed Markey (D-Mass.) called for the FCC to protect the T-Band spectrum (470-512 

MHz), which is used by first responders in highly populated metropolitan areas and by 

emergency public safety communications. The FCC recently announce that it plans to 

auction the T-Band spectrum. “Congress must do right by the heroes on the front lines 

of the COVID-19 pandemic and preserve their access to T-Band in the next recovery 

legislation,” Markey wrote. He has introduced S. 2748, the Don’t Break Up the T-Band 

Act. 

 
State/Local 

• New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio said the city is on track to start reopening in the first 

half of June. 

o The city has met three of the seven metrics areas need to meet in order to 

reopen. De Blasio said progress is being made on the other four, 

o When it comes to number of available ICU and hospital beds, one of the metrics 

the city must achieve, de Blasio said, “We are getting close to those goals.” 

o Regarding contract tracers, de Blasio said he expects to hit that goal in the 

beginning of June. 

https://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/examining-the-federal-governments-actions-to-protect-workers-from-covid-19
https://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/caring-for-seniors-amid-the-covid-19-crisis
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB462
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB8180
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6827001511874920450
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6826970974655348737
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247643
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB26937
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5249471
https://www.menendez.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/LETTER_FB%20Letter%20COVID%20Misinformation%20Languages%20.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247849
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6753874312066498584
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• About New York's reopening plans: The state has outlined four phases of reopening, 

and regions will be allowed to move into stage one when they meet the metrics. Last 

week, five regions — Central New York, Finger Lakes, Mohawk Valley, North Country 

and Southern Tier — entered phase one. 

o Here's what can reopen in phase one: 

o Construction 

o Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting 

o Retail (for curbside or in-store pickup or drop off) 

o Manufacturing 

o Wholesale trade 

o Here's what the other three phases will look like: 

o Phase two: Professional services, retail, administrative support and real estate 

can reopen. 

o Phase three: Restaurants and food services can reopen. 

o Phase four: Arts, entertainment, recreation and education can reopen. 

• The University of South Carolina is canceling its regular fall break and ending face-to-

face classes ahead of Thanksgiving break, university president Bob Caslen announced 

last night, as a way to mitigate risk of a second wave of Covid-19. 

• Riders are required to wear face coverings and maintain distance while on public transit 

with the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority, Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito said. 

o The MBTA will operate on a limited schedule while the state is in phase one and 

employees will frequently disinfect trains, she said 

• New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio announced that as of Monday, 140,000 antibody 

tests provided to first responders and healthcare workers are available as part of a four-

week federal testing program. 

o The program is in coordination with the federal government partnering with 

Department of Health and Human Services and the US Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention. 

o The federal government is covering all the costs, so this is free to first responders 

and healthcare workers. De Blasio said the program will help understand what’s 

going on with the virus. 

• Hair salons and barber shops in Connecticut and Rhode Island will open in early June, 

governors Ned Lamont and Gina Raimondo in a news release. 

o Connecticut salons were initially included in Phase 1 of the state’s reopening 

plan, beginning May 20 

https://forward.ny.gov/industries-reopening-phase
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o Lamont said he is hitting pause on the reopenings to give salon owners and 

employees more time to prepare and also align Connecticut with Rhode Island’s 

plan to reopen them in early June 

• King County's new directive on face coverings goes into effect today, and so does Sea-

Tac Airport's requirement that passengers wear them. 

• Nearly half of the counties in California are moving further into "phase two" of the 

state’s four-pronged approach to reopening. Gov. Gavin Newsom said 24 of 58 counties 

have already begun to move forward. 

o These counties have reached criteria which include no more than 5% increase in 

hospitalizations over a week-long period and fewer than 25 coronavirus cases 

per 100,000 residents. 

o What this means: Moving deeper into the governor’s second phase of reopening 

allows eateries to host in-restaurant dining and shopping malls to open. 

o Professional sports may return to California in the first week of June, Gov. Gavin 

Newsom said in a news conference. 

o Events would be expected to be held without spectators and be subject to 

modifications and prescriptive conditions, Newsom said. 

• Rhode Island Gov. Gina Raimondo announced several more reopenings at her daily 

Covid-19 briefing Monday: 

o State beaches: Two Rhode Island state beaches will open Monday. East 

Matunuck State Beach and Scarborough State Beach will open for Memorial Day. 

While exact guidelines won’t be announced until later this week, Raimondo said 

to expect reduced parking, no lifeguards and closed bathrooms and changing 

rooms. Because amenities won’t be provided, these beaches will be free. All 

state beaches are expected to open in phase two of Rhode Island’s reopening. 

o State parks: As of today, all state parks in Rhode Island are now open, Raimondo 

said. 

o Places of worship: In-person faith services are expected to resume the weekend 

of May 30, Raimondo said. Exact guidelines will be announced between now and 

then.  

• Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer signed an order lifting restrictions in the Upper 

Peninsula and the Traverse City area starting Friday at 12:01 a.m.  

o The new order allows for the reopening of retail businesses, office work that 

cannot be done remotely, and restaurants and bars with limited seating. 

http://click.email.seattletimes.com/?qs=0f2ecf3225d7e567578a70d6537ce8e2dd9e8343c3ea7e462070191a88750e703dd08eaddda6f65dc6ada5652911dca8c7838e2163064042
http://click.email.seattletimes.com/?qs=0f2ecf3225d7e5673d62bdf29415db28acd36a556b33b9cf17a5f3642ea7a821ee891d0f089236d23612a68fd77c1ae78df742845cc1199e
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o The order also states that businesses must adopt the safety measures outlined in 

executive order the governor signed earlier on Monday requiring them to 

provide training to their employees. Capacity at restaurants and bars will be 

limited to 50% of their normal seating and they are required to keep groups at 

least six feet from one another. All servers must wear face coverings, and 

restaurants must follow rigorous disinfection protocols.  

• Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer signed an executive order today to further protect 

workers as they begin to re-engage in sectors of the economy. 

o "Nobody in Michigan should feel unsafe when they go back to work," Whitmer 

said. "Nobody should be worried about their family member or loved one.” 

o The new order requires businesses to develop a Covid-19 preparedness and 

response plan and submit it by June 1. It will require "all businesses to adhere to 

strict safety guidelines to protect their workers, their patrons, and their 

communities from infection," according to a statement from the governor's 

office.  

o Additionally, businesses must also provide training to employees covering such 

things as workplace infection-control practices, the proper use of personal 

protective equipment, steps workers must take to notify the business or 

operation of any symptoms of Covid-19 or a suspected or confirmed diagnosis of 

Covid-19, and how to report unsafe working conditions.   

• West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice announced Monday additional reopening plans, which 

will start May 26. 

o Here's what the plans include: 

o State park cabins and lodges will reopen to in-state residents only. 

o Indoor and outdoor bars will open with 50% capacity. 

o Museums, visitor centers and zoos will also reopen. 

o Spas and massage businesses will reopen on May 30, along with limited video 

lottery retailers. 

o Casinos will open on June 5 with strict guidance to keep players safe. 

• New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy outlined how the state's economy will continue to reopen 

in three phases, saying "not everything will happen at once." 

o Stage 1: This is where the state is now, the governor said. Low-risk and outdoor 

activities are reopening – including parks, beaches, curbside retail, drive-in 

activities and elective surgeries. 
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o Stage 2: The governor said this stage will be a broader restart of the economy. 

Restaurants will be allowed to reopen outdoor dining and potentially limited 

indoor dining. Some personal care businesses, libraries, and museums will also 

be allowed to reopen, and the state will begin putting in motion plans for what it 

will look like when students return to schools “hopefully” in the fall – though 

Murphy emphasized the word hopefully.  

o Stage 3: Murphy said more restrictions on indoor activities will be lifted, 

including expanded dining, limited entertainment and bars with limited capacity 

and social distancing remaining in place. 

• New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy announced Monday that he was signing an executive 

order that will allow some additional outdoor businesses to restart their operations in 

the state – including batting cages, horseback riding, shooting ranges, private tennis 

clubs and community gardens, among other things. The order will take effect at 6 a.m. 

Friday. 

• Starting next week, Massachusetts will allow office spaces to reopen at 25% of capacity 

— except in Boston — and retail establishments can offer curbside service.  

• Personal services like barbershops and hair salons may be permitted to reopen if they 

follow the new guidelines. 

• Restaurants in Florida's Broward and Miami-Dade Counties will be allowed to reopen 

today at 50% capacity.   

o Other businesses that will reopen in Broward County starting today include, 

retail stores, barber shops and drive-in movie theaters. All establishments that 

will be allowed to reopen will have restrictions. 

International 

• The U.K. Competition and Markets Authority is seeking emergency, short-term powers 

to fight companies that bump up prices to take advanage of the pandemic, Chief 

Executive Officer Andrea Coscelli told the Financial Times. 

o The CMA got 21,000 complaints from March 10 to April 19 related to Covid-19, 

including alerts about price gouging, and has written to 187 companies that 

raised product costs on average by 130%, and in the case of hand sanitizer by an 

average of 367%, the FT reported. 

• Turkey will be under a nationwide four-day curfew for the Eid al-Fitr holiday between 

May 23-26 as a part of pandemic measures, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan announced 

in a speech Monday. 
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• German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French President Emmanuel Macron 

announced a new Franco-German fund worth 500 billion euros as part of the European 

Union’s coronavirus recovery plan. 

o Speaking during a joint video conference today, Merkel confirmed that the 

European Commission will borrow money to boost the European economy, 

which has been severely weakened by emergency measures implemented to 

tackle the coronavirus pandemic.  

o “To support a sustainable recovery that restores and enhances growth in the EU, 

Germany and France support an ambitious, temporary and targeted recovery 

fund,” Merkel said. 

o “The recovery fund of 500 billion euro will provide EU budgetary expenditure for 

the most affected sectors and regions,” she added.  

o Macron joined Merkel on the video conference and noted that the new stimulus 

fund would be backed by the European Central Bank on the financial market. 

o "These 500 billion euros will have to be repaid,” Macron said, but “not by the 

beneficiaries” he added. 

• All 20 English Premier League clubs on Monday voted unanimously to return to small-

group training beginning on Tuesday. 

o The vote, which took place following a meeting of shareholders, is the first step 

towards restarting the 2019-20 season. 

• Scotland could begin easing lockdown measures from May 28, a Scottish minister said 

Monday. 

o Scotland's First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said during a press briefing that the 

country will lay out its roadmap for easing restrictions on Thursday and Phase 

One will likely come into effect on May 28, the day when the country's latest 

lockdown measures are due to end. 

• Clubs in Spain’s top two soccer divisions can begin training in groups of up to 10 players 

from today, La Liga has announced. 

o The return to group training follows a government announcement on Saturday 

allowing professional sports clubs to return to activities, regardless of the status 

of the lockdown in their own region. 

• Chinese President Xi Jinping delivered remarks at the opening ceremony of the World 

Health Assembly, making the case for the country’s transparency over the virus, 

proposing a series of steps to deal with the virus and pledging US$2 billion over two 

years to the WHO. 
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o Xi expressed condolences for the lives lost due to the pandemic before saying 

the country had acted with openness and transparency and provided the 

international community with information in a timely fashion. 

• The Acropolis in Athens reopened for visitors today after temporarily closing due to the 

coronavirus outbreak. More than 200 archaeological sites across the country will 

resume business today, according to the Greek Ministry of Culture. 

• The Czech government has lifted the country's coronavirus state of emergency, which 

had been in place since March 12. 

o Some restrictions will, however, remain: 

o face masks must be worn in public 

o restaurants' indoor sections are to stay closed 

o gatherings of more than 100 people are banned 

o border controls remain in place 

• More than 100 countries have proposed a draft resolution calling for an independent 

“evaluation” into the coronavirus pandemic. It will be presented to the World Health 

Organization during its 73rd World Health Assembly today. The draft does not single out 

China but Beijing has been facing mounting international scrutiny for its initial handling 

of the Covid-19 outbreak. 

• Travelers arriving in Norway without a business reason to come will be sent back, the 

country’s Prime Minister Erna Solberg told CNN’s Hala Gorani on Monday. 

• In Denmark, bankers and their bosses have been so content with the quality of the work 

they do from home that almost one-third plan to continue some form of the regime 

once the crisis is over, according to a survey. 

• Germany hopes talks with 10 European Union partners Monday will make progress 

toward lifting a global travel warning and enabling citizens to take vacations this 

summer, Foreign Minister Heiko Maas said. 

o Germany has a worldwide travel warning in place through June 14 on 

unnecessary leisure trips. Although they are being scaled back, controls will 

remain in place on Germany’s borders with France, Austria and Switzerland until 

June 15, as well as for arrivals by air from Spain and Italy. 

• Citigroup Inc. said it will allow an additional 600 staff to resume working from their 

Hong Kong premises on Wednesday after the city relaxed social-distancing curbs amid 

an overall reduction in the number of new coronavirus infections. Citigroup is joining 

other Wall Street banks including Goldman Sachs Group Inc. and Morgan Stanley in 

returning to offices. 

https://www.mvcr.cz/mvcren/article/state-of-emergency.aspx
https://www.vlada.cz/en/media-centrum/aktualne/measures-adopted-by-the-czech-government-against-coronavirus-180545/
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAIE6NT0G1KW
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Other 

• General Motors, Ford and Fiat Chrysler will begin to gradually restart their US 

factories today, with some big changes put in place to help protect workers from the 

coronavirus. 

o At Ford, 59,000 factory workers, about 80% of the workforce, are expected to 

show up for work, according to the company. 

o At GM, about 15,000 of the company's 48,000 factory workers are expected to 

report to work on Monday, with more expected to report in coming weeks as the 

ramp up in production continues, a spokesperson for the company said. 

o Meanwhile, about a third of hourly Fiat Chrysler workers, or about 16,000 

people , are expected to start Monday, according to the company. 

o The reopenings come just before President Trump is expected to travel to 

Michigan to visit a Ford manufacturing plant. 

• AFL-CIO files a petition in the U.S. Court of Appeals to compel the Occupational Safety 

and Health Administration to issue an emergency temporary standard protecting 

workers against the coronavirus. 

o “Millions are infected and nearly 90,000 have died, so it’s beyond urgent that 

action is taken to protect workers who risk our lives daily to respond to this 

public health emergency,” AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka says in statement 

• Apple Inc. said it’s reopening more than 25 stores across the U.S. and 12 stores in 

Canada this week, adding to nearly 100 global locations that have reopened to 

customers after the novel coronavirus outbreak forced them to close. Some stores will 

offer only curbside or storefront service, the company added in an emailed statement. 

• Thermo Fisher Scientific to provide highly specialized viral transport media for Covid-19 

sample collection. 

o Thermo Fisher will expand capacity at Lenexa, Kansas, with a new $40m facility 

dedicated to VTM production and quality control 

o Added capacity and increased efficiencies will allow company to scale production 

to more than 8m VTM-filled tubes per week 

o Company sees completing new Lenexa facility in 3Q, expects to create ~300 full-

time jobs 

• JCPenney plans to close nearly 200 stores this year and another 50 next year, according 

to a bankruptcy filing. 

o The retailer has yet to identify which of the 846 stores it operated before the 

Covid-19 pandemic will be permanently closed. The company will also not say 
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how many of its 85,000 employees would lose their jobs as a result of the store 

closings. 

• Ride-hailing giant Uber announced on Monday that it is cutting another 3,000 

employees, the company said in an email to staffers. 

o In the email to staffers, which was viewed by CNN Business, Uber CEO Dara 

Khosrowshahi also said the company is “closing or consolidating around 45 office 

locations globally.” 

• Shopping at Apple stores will be a drastically different experience when the company 

reopens the more than 500 global locations it closed in response to the coronavirus 

pandemic.  

o So far, nearly 100 Apple stores around the world have reopened with extensive 

changes, including... 

o Temperature checks at the door 

o More frequent deep cleanings 

o Requirements that staff and shoppers wear face coverings 

o Apple is also limiting the number of people allowed in stores and will begin 

curbside drop-off and pick-up options at some locations, according to a 

statement the company released Sunday. 

http://www.cnn.com/2020/05/18/tech/apple-stores-reopening-coronavirus/index.html

